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Abstract

The Christian and Missionary Alliance was famous in Shanghai in
the first half of the 20th century. It set up a church school of a certain size
and was a kind of church organization with Chinese and Western pastors.
By combing archives and literature, this paper investigates the C&MA
Beulah Church’s establishment, localization, and diversified development
in the changes of modern society. On the one hand, the paper expounds the
missionary mode of Beulah Church, which preaches to both Chinese and
foreign people. The objects of missionary work not only included sailors,
Jews, exiles, and other western groups but also included Chinese people. In
addition, Beulah Church also worked closely with other Christian churches
in Shanghai to help and serve social groups, showing the diversified
church line of the missionary movement in Shanghai. On the other hand,
this paper discusses that the organization mode of Beulah Church is that
missionaries actively cultivate Chinese believers and pastors, which lays
the foundation for Beulah Church to move toward localization. In the
1930s and 1940s, a group of outstanding Chinese pastors emerged from
Beulah Church. In order to adapt to the development of the church, the
missionaries reorganized the church. The local executive committee was
responsible for the management of the church affairs and established a set
of self-supporting institutional model, which reflected its transformation
from a missionary society to a local church in China. Therefore, Beulah
Church did not stay within the established internal scope of religion, but
extensively participated in the local society and engages in the pluralistic

missionary work of Chinese and western groups, thus playing an important
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role in shaping the universal Christian identity and practice of Chinese

people.
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