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Abstract

Following the establishment of "New China" (the PRC), many
Chinese Christians believed that the Jesus Family, a Chinese Christian
sectarian group, stood as the sole proletarian Church model in China.
This Christian sectarian community was deemed the most compatible
model with the ideology of communist China and subsequently
emerged as a model for others to emulate. Various Christian groups
flocked to visit the “original family” (laojia) at Mazhuang, trying
to glean insights and learn from this community. This phenomenal
happening was reflected in articles published in Christian journals,
such as Tian Feng and En You Yuekan, urging Christian communities
to follow the practice of the Jesus Family. However, this unique model
and flourishing Christian community was put to an abrupt end in 1952
when the Denunciation Movement, a State-sanctioned anti-Christian

movement, reached Mazhuang.

Fortunately, a notable book Ji Yesu Jiating by Wang Xipeng has set
the record straight for its short span, two to three years of existence. In
this book, Wang has vividly represented the glorious paradigm of the
Jesus Family’s communal and Charismatic features, which resembles a
perfect replica of the resilient Early Christian Church.

At that historical turning point, Wang’s account stands as a
firsthand witness to the almost miraculous existence of the Jesus
Family. Unfortunately, just as abruptly as it emerged, this aspiring
community of the Jesus Family was snubbed to its end. In this light,

Wang’s narration bears a solemn tragic note as it chronicles the
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short-lived yet wonderful Christian community, leaving an indelible

impression for generations to come.
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