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Abstract

The resurrection narrative is the climax of John’s Gospel. In
John 20, the use of sense perception is prominent, especially the
sense of sight." T argue that John uses sense perception intentional-
ly for a special purpose: to evoke the readers’ imagination, so that
they can “see,” “hear” and even “touch” Jesus as they read through
the Gospel. By making the readers present at the resurrection

scene, they, too, become witnesses of Jesus’s resurrection.
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" In the resurrection narrative (John 20), the verbal form of ‘sight’ appears 13

times. This is remarkable in a short chapter. John uses several verbs of sight in his
Gospel, so some scholars attempt to argue that there are several levels of seeing in John,
based on the different verbs of sight used. Cf. G. L. Phillips, “Faith and Vision in the
Fourth Gospel,” Pages 83-96 in Studies in the Fourth Gospel ed. F. L. Cross (London:
Mowbray, 1957), 83-96. Yet John’s use of verbs of sight in this chapter shows that such
a distinction is invalid. When recording the account of the empty tomb, John uses fAénw
twice (John 20:1, 5) and Bewpéw once (John 20:6). The verb épdw is used to describe the
faith of the beloved disciple based on his sight (John 20:8). When describing Mary’s
encounter with the angels and the risen Lord, John uses the verb fswpéw again (John
20:12, 14). In Mary’s announcement, “I have seen the Lord”, the verb of sight is changed
to 6paw (John 20:18). The same verb is used to describe the disciples’ vision of the Lord
(John 20:20, 25) and Thomas’s request to see the mark of the nails in Jesus’s hands
(John 20:25, 27). Lastly, 6pdw is used on the lips of Jesus in connection with faith (John
20:29).
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